
Marine Spatial Planning depends on stake-

holder involvement to provide information 

and ideas and contribute to implementation.  

We will hold workshops to bring stakehold-

ers into the Marine Spatial Planning pro-

cess, and we welcome representatives from 

key sectoral interests, organisations and 

community groups. 

 

 

Through Operation Phakisa, launched in 2014, South Africa is com-

mitted to unlocking the economic potential of our oceans. Current 

single-sector planning, however, can lead to unsustainable practices 

and conflict between different activities. Instead, integrated planning 

can promote sustainable activities and maximise socio-economic 

benefits while ensuring environmental protection.  

The Marine Spatial Planning Bill, published by the Department of 

Environmental Affairs (DEA) in 2017, calls for the development of a 

Marine Spatial Plan for the South African maritime domain to ensure:  
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The project has two phases. Phase 1 

aims to collect data on and model 

the biophysical and governance systems in the 

Bay. Phase 2 aims to address the socio-

economic system, and tie all three systems 

together in an overall model that can inform 

marine spatial planning decisions in the Bay.  

Established in September 2017, this SARChI (South African Research 

Chair Initiative)-led Community of Practice includes six SARChI Profes-

sors and twelve senior researches representing six universities and na-

tional research institutions all located in the Eastern Cape. Together with 

our research teams and students, we are using a Systems Thinking ap-

proach to understand and model the complex legal, socio-economic, and 

environmental interactions that drive the 

Algoa Bay system. We would like to work 

with stakeholders to build a dynamic Sys-

tems model to explore different marine 

spatial planning options for Algoa Bay.  

The project will be a case study for MSP 

in South Africa, and will inform the four 

broader regional plans required under the 

draft MSP legislation. 

It is a governance process of collaboratively 

assessing and managing human activities in 

space and time to achieve economic, social 

and ecological objectives. 

MSP seeks to minimize and manage conflict 

between sectors and ensure ocean health. 

Many countries already use MSP processes, 

and the most successful processes are those 

where stakeholders are actively involved 

from the start.  

1) Bioregional system: includes geology, sedi-

ments, oceanography, species, habitats, eco-

system interactions, etc.  

2) Governance system: integrates complex legal 

regimes including local, provincial, national and 

international legal instruments 

3) Socio-economic system: addresses stake-

holder needs; human use patterns; impacts 

on ocean and human health; ecological in-

frastructure; economic value of ocean re-

sources, activities, and ecosystem services  
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The National Research Foundation’s  

Communities of Practice program 

 
• Diversity of habitats & oceanographic pro-

cesses 

• Extraordinary diversity of invertebrates, 
seaweeds and corals 

• Well studied fauna like top predators, fish, 
squid, penguins and more 

• Threatened species and marine protected areas 

• Extensive biophysical data available 

• Socio-economic reliance on the ocean in di-
verse sectors including ports, blue-flag beaches, 
coastal communities and industries 

• Complex scales of governance 
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